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President's report 


2010—2011 program 

Planning is underway for next year's program, but we have 
had no suggestions so far from you, the members, for 
whom we are planning the program! There is still plenty of 
time for you to give us your suggestions, or your 
comments on aspects of previous programs that you 
particularly liked and would like to see more of. Don't 
forget that we need also suggestions from bird group 
members for talks and mid-week outings and from plant 
group members as well. We would also welcome ideas for 
a June campout—and even better, an offer from 
somebody to run it! There are SEANA campouts in March 
and October that we can attend, but if members want 
something in between those, then the committee needs 
some ideas; or alternatively, a message from the 
members that they don't think campouts are worth 
pursuing. At the moment the lethargy out there is almost 
palpable, so have your say! 


The committee, or lack of it 

We have a partial solution to our Secretary problem, with 
Bernie Lingham kindly volunteering to collect mail and 
prepare correspondence lists for the committee meetings. 
However, this is yet another 'bandaid' that we have had to 
apply, not a proper cure! 


Tonight... 


...;Deborah Evans 


Some good news and bad news ... 

The October meeting of the Barwon Water Environmental 
Consultative Committee provided an opportunity for a 
number of local Landcare groups who work in partnership 
with Barwon Water to talk about their programs. The 
fantastic work these groups do to stabilise stream banks, 
reduce erosion and replant degraded areas not only has a 
positive effect on the habitat for native flora and fauna, but 
improves water quality in our catchments. The ‘before and 
after photos the groups presented were truly inspiring! 
The bad news is that Federal funding available for these 
types of Landcare projects has been greatly reduced, so 
partnerships with local bodies such as Barwon Water and 
CCMA are taking on greater significance. 


December meeting 

Our final meeting for the year is one of the social events 
on the calendar. We would be particularly delighted if our 
new members could join us, as this is an opportunity for 
you to get to know other club members. 


... Ton Schat will be talking about Bird Flu. 'H5N1 Bird flu' has attracted the attention of the general public 


because infection of humans has a high fatality rate, although the 'Mexican or Swine Flu' has recently been more in the 
news. The bird flu has not only caused disease in humans but also caused massive die-offs in free-living birds. Ton will 
discuss the ecology of flu viruses in general and more specifically the impact on migrating birds in Asia, Europe, North 
America and Australia. 


The December meeting... 
... Members' night and special supper. Please bring a plate. We would be delighted is our new members 
could join us as this is one of our social events of the year and a chance to meet fellow field nats. 


We welcome Wetland Landscape Photography Workshop 


Wilma Trew from Corio, Grace Lewis from Hamlyn Heights 


andimienasd Etmnieic team Newtowi Tuesday, 10 November 2009, 10.30 a.m.—4.00 p.m. 


Colac Yacht Club, Hamilton Street, Colac 
to the club and wish them a long and happy association. Come and meet professional photographer, Melanie Dove from The Age 
newspaper. Learn how to capture images of wetlands and natural 
landscapes and close-ups using professional techniques with a digital 
camera. Come along if you are a beginner in photography with an 
interest in the environment. 

Bring: Gumboots, digital camera, raincoat 

This is a FREE event but registration is required by 6 November 2009. 
There are limited places. Refreshments and lunch will be provided. 


GFNC website 


Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site frequently. 

GFNC Web page: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ 

e-mail address: gfnc@vicnet.net.au 


To register contact Brenda Skene, Greening Australia 
Phone: 5231 6910 Email: bs.westernlakes@bigpond.com 


Members are encouraged to arrive 


early at general meetings. The photo on the front cover, by Craig Morley, is of an Australian Owlet-nightjar. See full 


story on p..3. 
The photo on the back cover, by Lorraine Phelan, is of the Brisbane ranges near Anakie, 
October 2009. 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. 
to allow members to chat to other 
members and visitors. 





Out and about 


Is the Starling a star? 

Recently | thought | heard one of Lynne Clarke’s chooks clucking 
quietly in my plum tree. | looked up and saw instead a starling that 
was going through a new song cycle. In autumn it had often 
entertained us with a quietly sung concert in which it imitated 
blackbirds 'chitting', wattlebirds, New Holland Honeyeaters and even 
a subdued kookaburra. Common Starlings are great mimics, not in 
the strident fashion of lyrebirds, but in restrained tones. Both 
species continue to learn new songs throughout their life, and can 
vary their repertoire. Starlings may have from 20 to 70 different 
segments in their song. They can be taught by ‘tutor’ birds and can 
mimic the human voice. In the United States starlings are kept as 
pets and taught to talk. 


Birds do not use beaks or tongues to modify sound; their larynx is 
used only to control airflow in breathing. Calls and song are 
produced in the syrinx (Gk. pipes of Pan), located at the bottom of 
the trachea where it forks into two just above the lungs, and which 
consists of membranous chambers which vibrate when air passes 
them. Birds create songs using special muscles to change the 
shape of the membranes. Starlings have more of these muscles 
than most song birds, and can also vibrate the left and right sides of 
the syrinx independently, so can produce two different calls at once, 
a feat only surpassed by the Gouldian Finch which can make a 
bagpipe drone as well. The Trumpet Manucode produces its 
trombone-like calls in long coiled tracheae. 


Starlings are regarded as dirty birds, but they remove faecal 
packages from their nests. The birds themselves like to be clean; 
they have been known to break ice to immerse their bodies in water. 
They have made themselves unpopular because, although the 
natural nest site is in a hollow, crevices in human habitations or the 
tops of downpipes are also favoured. The nest is untidy, big and 
bulky and they do not remove material from old nests but just keep 
on adding. If conditions are favourable, nesting can take place at 
any time of the year. 


The male chooses the nest site and starts to build. He may even 
decorate the half-built nest with flowers to entice the female who 
then finishes it off and adds a lining of feathers and grass. Females 
choose males with the best song and finest plumage. In autumn 
male starlings can look magnificent, shining black with a pink and 
purple iridescence and a diamond-bright spotted breast. By the time 
breeding is finished, they are much plainer birds. The iridescence in 
starling plumage reflects ultraviolet light, and studies have shown 
that the plumage patterns are different in males and females. 


They are essentially ground feeders, with short strong beaks 
adapted to scissoring insects from the soil. Starlings also have a 
very good sense of smell, which has been found to be less in winter 
than in spring. Their eyesight is unusual; they can roll their eyes 
backwards and upwards, and may do so whilst feeding on the 
ground with head down, changing rapidly from a wide binocular 
vision in front of the bill to checking for danger above. 


Common Starlings are maligned in Australia because they are not 
natives and they aggressively take over nesting sites/hollows of 
indigenous Australians. Until recently starlings were absent from 
Western Australia, having been controlled by shooting at the WA/SA 
border. It was inevitable that they would reach the southwest; they 
are now found in five separate areas in what is regarded as one of 
the world’s top 25 biodiversity hotspots. 


They were introduced to eastern Australia in the 1860s by 
acclimatisation societies, partly to control insect pests in crops, and, 
like So many of these introductions, have become a 

‘pest’ species, because their numbers have so readily increased, 
sometimes to enormous flocks, through prolific and rapid breeding. 
They are also unpopular because they also destroy fruit crops and 
young grain shoots. They are adaptable when it comes to diet, 
changing readily from invertebrate to vegetable matter once the 


... Valda Dedman 


breeding season is finished. They can feed from human food scraps 
or pick parasites from the backs of grazing animals. When they 
switch to grain or vegetable food, their intestines lengthen and their 
gizzard walls thicken to help them digest this type of food. 


The Acclimatisation Society of Victoria was formed in 1861. Its 
President was Edward Wilson, the Editor of the Melbourne Argus, 
and its members included Professor McCoy, Ferdinand Mueller and 
our local Member of Parliament, W.C. Haines of the Barrabool Hills. 
They hoped to set up a zoo and had many animals in waiting (most 
of their dromedaries had gone off on the Burke and Wills expedition) 
and they had been promised gazelles and nightingales. By the end 
of the first year they had successfully ‘liberated’ 18 canaries, 18 
blackbirds, 24 thrushes, six skylarks and eight starlings at the 
botanic gardens in Melbourne. In 1864 they ate their way through a 
celebratory dinner where they could partake of Barwon Park rabbits 
in aspic, boiled with celery sauce, or roast. The meal started with 
Sydney rock oysters, followed by soup that included Australian wild 
turkey or bisque of Murray lobster. An entree would be hard to 
choose from such delicacies as vol-au-vent of frogs, chartreuse 
bronze-winged pigeon, fricondeau of wombat and spinach, curried 
bandicoot and perroquet patties. Fish included Yan Yean eels a la 
Tartare; there was cold wild Goulburn pig and boar's head, roast 
Cape Barren goose, or saddle of kangaroo. If they preferred 'game', 
wattlebird, mallee hen, bandicoot and Native Companion (brolga) 
was on offer. 


Banks' Florilegium 

There is an interesting exhibition at 
the Geelong Art Gallery at the 
moment. It is of plants collected in 
Australia on Cook's first voyage. It 
forms part of Joseph Banks' 
Florilegium. The original drawings 
were by Sydney Parkinson, natural 
history artist to the expedition. He 
completed 1300 sketches and 
watercolours of botanical specimens 
and landscapes during the voyage. 
Because he also had taken on the 
duties of landscape artist Alexander 
Buchan, who had died in Tahiti, he was only able to make detailed 
annotated sketches of the plants collected in Australia. He had 
intended to finish them in England; however, he died from dysentery 
caught at Batavia on the way home and was buried at sea. Banks, 
who had paid Parkinson's salary, regarded the works as his own 
property, and he commissioned five artists to produce watercolours 
from them and 18 engravers to cut copper plates. He intended to 
publish a full colour edition of the most significant plants from the 
expedition. It was never done. 





Banksia. Named after Sir 
Joseph Banks. This one is B. 
spinulosa. 


Fortunately after Banks' death the British Museum acquired both 
drawings and specimens, but it was not until 200 years later that 
Banks' Florilegium was finally published, in 35 parts between 1980 
and 1990, using the original plates commissioned by Banks. It 
contains 337 engravings of Australian plants and we are fortunate to 
have a selection in Geelong at present. The exhibition ends on 

29 November. 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Long Forest, 22 October 2009 


Leader: Marilyn Hewish 


he group enjoyed a wonderful day of birding and just simply 

‘being out and about' on a beautiful spring day. We met 
Marilyn and Dean at Merrimu Reservoir, where it didn't take long 
to start a bird list with Musk Duck, three cormorant species, a 
displaying pair of Great-crested Grebe and two Wedge-tailed 
Eagles gliding over much to the annoyance of Australian 
Magpies and Little Ravens. 
After a short walk and scan over the Reservoir it was on to Long 
Point within the Long Forest reserve. Here, as we assembled for 
the walk, we added Yellow Thornbill and Weebill to the list. The 
walk to Long Point produced some birds, but the highlights were 
butterflies: a Yellow Admiral and two Painted Ladies. 


As we descended towards Long Point and the creek it was most 
noticeable that the diversity and number of birds increased. The 
sights and sounds of Brown Treecreepers, Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeaters, Brown-headed Honeyeater, White-naped 
Honeyeaters, a Crested Shrike-tit, Superb Fairy-wrens and 
Rufous Whistlers were all enjoyed and noted. It was here, at 
Long Point, where we encountered the delights, and some would 
say frustrations, of locating singing Speckled Warblers. Two birds 
led us 'a merry dance' in and around shrubs, fallen timber and 
leaf litter. We all admired and enjoyed their vocal talents though 
only some were fortunate enough to catch a glimpse as at least 
one of the birds disappeared into a tangle on the far side of the 
creek. 


After we arrived at Happy Valley track for lunch Marilyn 
recounted her story of recently discovering after 28 years of 
searching a nesting pair of Speckled Warblers. Her sheer delight 
and satisfaction at finally finding a nest, belonging to members of 
this cryptic and mysterious species, was obvious and contagious. 


After we had a most enjoyable lunch, the bird life was rather 
quiet though we did add Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike and Buff- 
rumped Thornbill to the list. 


...Craig Morley 


On the way back to Geelong the group took a slight detour along 
Windermere Road near Lara to appreciate and enjoy good views 
of Brown Songlarks and Horsfield’s Bushlarks perched and in 
aerial display. 


A day of nature study, fresh air and good humour was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. 
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GFNC members walking through the mallee forest. 


Bird list 


LM, Lake Merrimu; LP, Long Point Track; HV, 
Happy Valley Track 


Musk Duck (LM) 

Black Swan (LM) 

Great Crested Grebe, pair displaying (LM) 
Crested Pigeon (LM) 

Little Pied Cormorant (LM) 

Great Cormorant (LM) 

Little Black Cormorant (LM) 
Straw-necked Ibis (LM) 
Wedge-tailed Eagle (LM) 

Brown Falcon (LM) 

Painted Button-quail platelets (LP) 
Galah (HV) 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (LM) 
Crimson Rosella (LP, HV) 
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo (LP) 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo (LP) 
Laughing Kookaburra (LP) 


Weebill (LP, HV) 
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White-throated Treecreeper (LP) 
Brown Treecreeper (LP) 

Superb Fairy-wren (LM, LP) 
White-browed Scrubwren (LP) 
Speckled Warbler (LP) 


Striated Thornbill, including pair taking 
lining from old Speckled Warbler nest 
and flying away with it (LP, HV) 

Yellow Thornbill (LP) 

Buff-rumped Thornbill (LP, HV) 

Spotted Pardalote (LP) 

Striated Pardalote (LP) 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater (LP, HV) 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater (LP) 

Red Wattlebird (LM, HV) 

New Holland Honeyeater (LM) 

Brown-headed Honeyeater (LP, HV) 

White-naped Honeyeater (LP) 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, including one 


...Marilyn Hewish & Craig Morley 


immature (HV) 

Crested Shrike-tit (LP) 

Rufous Whistler (LP, HV) 

Australian Magpie, including begging 
young (LM, LP, HV) 

Grey Currawong (LP) 

Grey Fantail (LP) 

Little Raven, including 2 with 1 pale-gaped 
fledged young (LM) 

White-winged Chough (LP, HV) 

Eastern Yellow Robin (LP) 

Eurasian Skylark (LM) 

Silvereye (LP) 

Welcome Swallow, nest under picnic 
shelter (LM) 

Common Starling, including recent 
fledglings (LM) 

Red-browed Finch (LP) 

House Sparrow (LM) 

(49 species) 





What's up 


n old song has the line 'On a clear day you can see forever’, 
but just how far can you see on a clear night? 


Without any optical aids, it is possible to easily see six of the nine 
planets (including the Earth, of course). The most distant of these 
is Saturn, roughly 1350 million kilometres away. Not so well 
known is the possibility of adding Uranus to the list. With dark 
skies, good vision, and knowledge of Uranus' position in the sky, 
it is possible to see this very distant planet, nearly 3000 million 
kilometres away, as a faint star just visible to the naked eye. 
Neptune and Pluto cannot be seen without a telescope (a 
moderately large one in the case of Pluto). 


One of the most distant stars visible to the naked eye is Deneb in 
the constellation Cygnus, the Swan. It is the 20th brightest star in 
the sky but at the latitude of Geelong it only briefly appears low 
on the northern horizon, reaching its highest elevation in early 
August. The most recent estimate of its distance places it 3200 
light years from Earth (a light year is 9 460 528 400 000 
kilometres). We can only see it at this distance because it is 
extremely large and luminous, at least 200 times larger than our 
Sun and a quarter of a million times brighter. 


Further away still are compact star clusters known as globular 
clusters. These orbit the centre of our galaxy like satellites and 
may be the remains of smaller galaxies long ago captured by our 
Milky Way. The brightest of these is known as Omega Centauri 
and is easily visible by eye in the southern sky, not very far from 


...Dean Hewish 


the Southern Cross. Even a modest pair of binoculars will show it 
as a fuzzy ball of light and it is a favourite object for amateur 
astronomers. A small telescope will resolve some of the millions 
of tightly packed stars that it contains. This object is about 15 800 
light years away; 5 times as far as Deneb. 


The most distant object anyone can see without a telescope is 
the Andromeda Galaxy, M31. It is a large galaxy, perhaps larger 
than our own, and is currently thought to be 2.5 million light years 
from Earth. This distance is only temporary, however, as it will 
collide with our galaxy in about 2.5 billion years. Like Deneb, 
M31 is only briefly visible above the northern horizon during the 
year. It reaches its highest elevation in late October. On a dark 
night, it appears as a quite faint fuzzy star to the eye but, with a 
pair of 8x30 binoculars, it can be clearly seen as an extended 
object. You will need to get away from city lights to have a 
chance of spotting this galaxy, but we have seen it from Bacchus 
Marsh. 


However, we did once manage to see a bit further than that. 
Under a crystal clear desert sky and with eyes dark-adapted by 
hours of sky watching, Marilyn realised that we were just able to 
make out the galaxy M33 in the constellation Triangulum, at 3 
million light years distance. It is slightly higher in the sky and to 
the east of M31. Don't bother to try this one at home. 


As | have mentioned before, a computer star atlas like Stellarium 
(www.stellarium.org) will help you locate these distant landmarks. 


GFNC excursion report 
McKellars' property, 'Grasstrees', Hurst Rd, Anglesea 
18 October 2009 


'G rasstrees' is owned by Bill and Jenny McKellar. The 
property is over 100 acres and consists of some open 
grassed areas, a Significant stand of heathy woodland, 
dominated by messmates, and open areas adjacent to the 
coastal healthland near Point Addis. This excursion continues the 
work of the GFNC in surveying private properties in the Geelong 
Region. 


After gathering to meet our 
generous hosts, we gathered at 
the top of a rise overlooking the 
property where Bill and Jenny 
gave us a description of the land. 
The land is subject to a Trust for 
Nature Covenant that ensures the 
future protection of this important 
habitat. The upper slope is 
vegetated by messmate trees 
(Eucalyptus obliqua) with some 
ironbarks (E. tricarpa). The 
understorey has a range of shrubs, 
grasses, wildflowers and sections 
of grasstrees (Xanthorrhoea 
australis). The lower area was 
once open grazing land, but many 
wattle trees and bushes are slowly 
recolonising this section since agricultural grazing was stopped. 
Large numbers of Eastern Grey Kangaroos are present on the 
property, and they keep the grass areas cropped low to the 
ground. The southern border abuts the coastal heathland that is 
incorporated into the Great Otway National Park. The Surf Coast 





...Barry Lingham 


Walk runs parallel to the boundary, mostly within 100 metres of 
the property. 


The group then drove down Hurst Road and entered the lower 
section of the property. The bird survey crew spent the morning 
walking the slopes and briefly walked along the coastal 
heathland. The plant survey group spent the morning in the 
forest along the lower parts of the slope. After re-convening for 
lunch to share stories about 
significant findings during the 
morning, and admiring the 
scenery, further exploration of the 
area was undertaken before we 
drove back to the McKellars house 
for refreshments and a chance to 
review the day. 


We were most grateful to Bill and 
Jenny for allowing us to explore 
and survey their property and also 
for their hospitality and 
friendliness. All who attended 
agreed that it was an excellent 
day, filled with interesting natural 
history and good company. 


Bird survey group report 

A total of 46 species were confirmed and three other probable 
species could be added: Crescent Honeyeater; Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeater; Mistletoebird; were all probably heard but were not 
able to be confirmed. 
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The highlights of the day included an excellent view of an 
Australian Owlet-nightjar that sat in an ironbark tree, views of an 
Eastern Yellow Robin at a nest and glimpses of a male Southern 
Emu-wren in the heathland near the end of Hurst Road. A Forest 
Raven, perched near the main house, was identified by the call 
and the comparatively short tail and massive beak. There were 
reasonable numbers of smaller bush birds such as thornbills and 
scrubwrens, but several honeyeater species were in low 
numbers or not recorded. Yellow-faced and White-naped 
Honeyeaters would generally be expected in the area, but a lack 
of blossoming trees and no mistletoe in bloom meant they have 
not yet returned here. 


Birds noted at 'Grasstrees', 
Hurst Road Anglesea, 18/10/2009* 


*The birds listed also include species noted by Marilyn and Dean Hewish 
during the prior evening and in the morning before the GFNC group 
arrived. 


Shy Albatross 
Short-tailed Shearwater 
Australian Owlet-nightjar 


Offshore 

Offshore 

One heard overnight. One seen perched 
on ironbark tree. 

Offshore 

One over the house, one flying west along 
the clifftop 

Offshore. One sub adult bird—white tail 
with dark band, whitish head and pale 
brown upper wings and mantle. 

4 flying east. 

1 near the house. 

Several in the wooded areas. 

A few flying overhead. 

Several calling. 

Several calling. 

One heard calling 

Many calling from wooded areas. 

Heard. 

Many calling from wooded areas. 
Common in areas with thicker 
undergrowth. 

A bird seen in heathland at end of Hurst 
Rd. 

One heard calling at the border of the 
property and the heathland. 

Many seen and heard in denser 
undergrowth. 

Many in the messmates near the house. 
One in sheoaks near wattle trees on Hurst 
Road. 

A few in open areas. 

A few heard. 

Widespread and abundant. 

A bird calling. 

One heard near the house. 

A few heard or seen. 

Many in heathland and house garden 
area. 

Many heard in wooded areas. Small flocks 
flying overhead. 

A few heard. 

Several seen or heard. 

Several heard. 

One heard. 

A few. 

Several heard. 

Several heard. 

Abundant. 

One heard. 

One noted near the house. Others heard. 
A few. 

Heard. 

Several heard. One sitting on nest in 
messmate tree. 

Many flying about over the heathland. 
Several foraging in trees. Also one or two 
small flocks flying along cliff tops in a 
generally easterly direction. 

A few heard. 


Australasian Gannet 
Peregrine Falcon 


Pacific Gull 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Crimson Rosella 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Pallid Cuckoo 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Laughing Kookaburra 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 


Southern Emu-wren 
Rufous Bristlebird 
White-browed Scrubwren 


Striated Thornbill 
Yellow Thornbill 


Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Buff-rumped Thornbill 
Brown Thornbill 

Spotted Pardalote 

Little Wattlebird 

Red Wattlebird 

New Holland Honeyeater 


Brown-headed Honeyeater 


Golden Whistler 
Rufous Whistler 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 
Pied Currawong 
Grey Currawong 
Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 
Forest Raven 

Little Raven 
Scarlet Robin 
Eastern Yellow Robin 


Welcome Swallow 
Silvereye 





Common Blackbird 


4 Geelong Naturalist November 2009 


Plant survey group report 


Botanically the property is very interesting and it was delightful to 
see the way species are returning to an area previously cleared. 
We explored the regrowth area, an area along a drainage line, 
the heathland along the top of the cliff outside the property 
boundary as well as the rocky hillside near the house. 


Highlights included prostrate forms of acacia and goodenia, the 
fungi, many species of orchids, the Hidden Violet, Dwarf Wire- 
lily , the different types of the Fabaceae family, the Anglesea 
Grey-gum, the several species of Grasstree and the quality of the 
heath. Several fungi species were present but not identified. 





Invertebrates—McKellar Property 
382 23° 20° S 1442 13’ 58° E 
...Dave King 

The accompanying table lists the invertebrates collected and 
observed during the survey of 18th October, 2009—somewhat 
disappointing result due to the paucity of species. What 
accounts for this is not clear other than time and logistics 
allowed only an opportunistic survey, but results follow a current 
trend. 


Of particular note is that only two species of ant where observed 
and these as a few wandering around. No active ant nests were 
found, only several that were obviously not occupied nor having 
been so for some considerable time. These nests appeared to 
have been those of a Ponerine species. 


The most abundant invertebrate was the Hover Fly 
Simosyrphus grandicornis. 


Scientific Name 
Lycosa godeffroyi 
Miturga gilva 

Eriophora sp. 
Pseudolychus montanus 
Stegobium sp. 
Chauliognathus lugubris 
Simosyrphus grandicornis 
Iridomyrmex purpureus 
Ponerine sp. 

Chlenias sp. 


Order Common Name 
Aran Wolf Spider 
Aran Spider 

Aran Spider 

Col Beetle 

Col Beetle 

Col Soldier Beetle 
Dip Hover Fly 
Hym Meat Ant 
Hym Ant 

Lep  Caterpiller 





Photos by Lorraine Phelan on p. 5 are of plants on the McKellar 
property. Left to right: Mantis Orchid Caladenia tentaculata, 
Maroonhood Pterostylis pedunculata and Hidden Violet Viola 
cleistogamoides. 


Plant list, McKellar's property, and bordering heathland (N.P.), 18/10/2009 


Acacia pycnantha 

Acacia verniciflua 

Acacia verticillata 

Acaena novae-zelandiae 

Acianthus caudatus 

Acianthus pusillus 

Acrotriche serrulata 

Allocasuarina misera 

Allocasuarina verticillata 

Apium prostratum subsp. 
prostratum var. filiforme 

Arctotheca calendula 

Argentipallium obtusifolium 

Astroloma humifusum 

Austrodanthonia sp. 

Austrostipa sp. 

Baloskion tetraphyllum subsp. 
tetraphyllum 

Banksia marginata 

Billardiera mutabilis 

Bossiaea prostrata 

Burchardia umbellata 

Bursaria spinosa subsp. spinosa 

Caladenia sp. 


Caladenia pusilla 

Caladenia tentaculata 

Caladenia transitoria 

Calochilus sp. 

Cassytha glabella 

Cassytha melantha 

Centaurium erythraea 

Chamaescilla corymbosa var. 
corymbosa 

Chiloglottis valida 

Chrysanthemoides monilifera 
subsp. monilifera 

Cladia retipora 

Clematis microphylla 

Comesperma volubile 

Correa reflexa 

Daviesia brevifolia 

Dianella brevicaulis 

Dichondra repens 

Dillwynia hispida 

Dillwynia sericea 

Drosera peltata subsp. 
auriculata 

Drosera peltata subsp. peltata 

Drosera whittakeri subsp. 
aberrans 

Eucalyptus litoralis 


Eucalyptus obliqua 
Eucalyptus ovata 
Eucalyptus tricarpa 
Gahnia radula 


Golden Wattle 
Varnish Wattle 
Prickly Moses 
Bidgee-widgee 
Mayfly Orchid 
Mosquito Orchid 
Honey-pots 
Small Sheoak 
Drooping Sheoak 
Sea Celery 


Cape Weed* 
Blunt Everlasting 
Cranberry Heath 
Wallaby Grass 
Spear Grass 
Tassel Cord-rush 


Silver Banksia 

Common Apple-berry 

Creeping Bossiaea 

Milkmaids 

Sweet Bursaria 

Spider Orchid, possible C. 
dilatata 

Tiny Caladenia 

Mantis Orchid 

Eastern Bronze Caladenia 

Beard Orchid sp. 

Slender Dodder-laurel 

Coarse Dodder-laurel 

Common Centaury* 

Blue Squill 


Common Bird Orchid 
Boneseed* 


Coral Lichen 
Small-leaved Clematis 
Love Creeper 
Common Correa 
Leafless Bitter-pea 
Coast Flax-lily 
Kidney-weed 

Red Parrot-pea 
Showy Parrot-pea 

Tall Sundew 


Pale Sundew 
Scented Sundew 


Anglesea Grey-gum or Otway 


Grey-gum 
Messmate 
Swamp Gum 
Red Ironbark 
Thatch Saw-sedge 


Gonocarpus tetragynus 
Goodenia geniculata 
Goodenia ovata 
Hibbertia riparia 
Hibbertia sericea 
Hydrocotyle hirta 
Isolepis sp. 
Isopogon ceratophyllus 
Lasiopetalum baueri 
Laxmannia orientalis 
Lepidosperma filiforme 
Lepidosperma gladiatum 
Leptoceras menziesii 
Leptospermum continentale 
Leptospermum laevigatum 
Leptospermum myrsinoides 
Leucopogon parviflorus 
Lomanara filiformis var. filiformis 
Lomandra micrantha subsp. 
micrantha 
Lomandra multiflora subsp. 
multiflora 
Melaleuca lanceolata 
Microtis sp. 
Microtis unifolia 
Olearia teretifolia 
Oxalis exilis 
Pimelea humilis 
Pittosporum undulatum 
Platylobium obtusangulum 
Poa sp. 
Pomaderris paniculosa subsp. 
paralia 
Pteridium esculentum 
Pterostylis melagramma 
Pterostylis nutans 
Pterostylis pedunculata 
Schoenus sp. 
Sphaerolobium minus 
Spyridium vexilliferum var. 
vexilliferum 
Stylidium graminifolium 
Tetragonia implexicoma 
Thelymitra antennifera 
Thelymitra ixioides 
Thelymitra pauciflora 
Thelymitra rubra 
Thomasia petalocalyx 
Thysanotus patersonii 
Viola cleistogamoides 
Viola hederacea 
Wahlenbergia luteola 
Xanthorrhoea australis 
Xanthorrhoea minor subsp. lutea 
Xanthorrhoea sp. 


Common Raspwort 
Bent Goodenia 

Hop Goodenia 

Erect Guinea-flower 
Silky Guinea-flower 
Hairy Pennywort 
Club-rush, probably /. platycarpa. 
Horny Conebush 
Slender Velvet-bush 
Dwarf Wire-lily 

Common Rapier-sedge 
Coast Sword-sedge 
Hare Orchid 

Prickly Teatree 

Coast Teatree* 

Silky Teatree 

Coast Beard-heath 
Wattle Mat-rush 
Small-flowered Mat-rush 


Many-flowered Mat-rush 


Moonah 

Onion Orchid 
Common Onion Orchid 
Cypress Daisy Bush 
Wood-sorrel 

Common Rice-flower 
Sweet Pittosporum* 
Common Flat-pea 


Coast Pomaderris 


Common Bracken 
Tall Greenhood 
Nodding Greenhood 
Maroonhood 
Bogrush 
Leafless Globe-pea 
Winged Spyridium/ Propeller 
Plant 
Grass Triggerplant 
Bower Spinach 
Rabbit Ears 
Spotted Sun Orchid 
Slender Sun Orchid 
Salmon Sun Orchid 
Paper Flower 
Twining Fringe Lily 
Hidden Violet 
Ivy-leafed Violet 
Golden Bluebell 
Austral Grass-tree 
Small Grass-tree 
Grass-tree 
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Rambling on 
Spiral bound: the Ladies Tresses orchid 


hen Dean and | first started looking for native orchids, 

more years ago than we care to contemplate, our 
attention was soon drawn to illustrations in the books of a very 
special plant. 


The Austral Ladies Tresses orchid Spiranthes sinensis has a 
wide distribution, also occurring in eastern Europe, Asia and the 
Pacific region. It’s the only Australian orchid that also appears 
in books on European native orchids and is the sole 
representative of the genus in Australia. With its bright candy 
pink and white flowers and the unusual form of the flower head, 
it looks quite different to other orchids of temperate Australia. 
The flowers are arranged in a single tight spiral around an 
upright stem. The bracts enclosing the flowers lie at an angle 
alongside each other and close against the stem and together 
they give the appearance of a twisted plait of hair (admittedly, 
green hair). This is the origin of the common name. The name 
Spiranthes comes from the Greek and means ‘spiral flower’, 
and sinensis means ‘from China’ or more generally ‘from Asia’. 


The first species of Spiranthes we ever saw was 
in Canada, not Australia. Despite its cold 
winters, Canada has quite a number of native 
orchids. Snow stays on the ground for six 
months or more and temperatures often drop 
below zero (Fahrenheit!), but the summers can 
be hot, though short. Over winter, the orchid 
tubers survive underground, insulated by the 
soil and a layer of snow. 


On 24 August 1974, we pulled off into a 
roadside stop in Nova Scotia in eastern 
Canada. My quick walk into the woods was 
interrupted when | found several Spiranthes 
gracilis, a slender plant about 10 cm tall with 
tiny white flowers. Dean is usually the one who 
finds the orchids first, even the big ones, and it 
astonished me that | should be the first to see 
something so small and inconspicuous. Over 
the course of the day, we found the species in 
three other nearby sites. On the same day, we 
found another species Spiranthes romanzoffiana at two places. 
Though also white-flowered and only 12 cm tall, this plant was 
much more robust and thus easier to spot. We found it again in 
the Rocky Mountains in Alberta and British Columbia in August 
1975. 


Back in Australia, we continued our orchid searches in SA and 
then Victoria. The orchid action was frantic around Anglesea 
and the Otways after the Ash Wednesday fires, and we later 
extended our searches to South Belgrave, Lake Mountain and 
Mallacoota, but we never came across Spiranthes. Eventually it 
was the late Stan Finck of the GFNC who directed our attention 
to the rich orchid flora of the Snowy River valley and a particular 
spot on the Bruthen—Buchan Road. And yes, on 5 January 
1985, a few Spiranthes sinensis were in flower there, in a damp 
patch of grass by the roadside. There’s no feeling like finding 
something exquisitely beautiful that has been a source of 
unsatisfied desire and vivid in your imagination for more than 15 
years. 


But we didn't need to go so far from home. In the late 1980s, 


we met a ranger in the Brisbane Ranges National Park as we 
were photographing orchids. He asked if we knew about the 
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Spiranthes sinensis, 
Waterhole Track, Brisbane 
Ranges, Jan. 1985. 

Photo: Dean Hewish 


... Marilyn Hewish 


Spiranthes in the national park. THAT was a surprise, to say the 
least. Spiranthes is a summer flowering orchid so we had to 
wait until January, but at last we trekked along Waterhole Track 
off Lease Road. At the end, there's a dam by the track. Back 
among the trees, a flat area was partly flooded, and in the 
shallow standing water and sloppy mud there were dozens of 
flowering Spiranthes. The fresh green and bright pink colouring 
of the tiny spikes made a lovely contrast against the dry 
summer drabness of the bush. At the height of summer, the 
water was not from rainfall or overflow from the dam. It may 
have come from seepage from the nearby Durdidwarrah South 
Reservoir. We also found flowering bladderworts, Fairies' 
Aprons Utricularia dichotoma, small carnivorous plants that also 
like damp situations. Orchid-lovers are less enamoured of damp 
situations. Why are the best plants always in the muddiest (or 
the stoniest, steepest and most spiky) situations? 


Over the following years, we often took orchid lovers and 
naturalists to see the flowers in summer. In one year, Margaret 
Cameron, Dean and | and our daughter Cathy 
took a friend and his family to the spot. It was 
(expletive) hot, but the area was still wet and the 
orchids were out. We told the children they could 
stand in the dam up to their ankles. We turned 
our heads away for a second and suddenly they 
were in the water fully clothed and up to their 
waists. It was probably the sensible option. (An 
aside: we saw a White-throated Warbler at 
Stony Creek Picnic Ground on the same day. 
Margaret had her collection of bird-call tapes 
with her, and when she played the song on the 
car's tape deck, the bird flew straight for the 
open car door and turned away only at the last 
moment.) 


Since the drought began, we've made several 
trips to Waterhole Track in summer but the area 
has gradually dried out and the orchids (and 
Utricularias) no longer appear. Concurrently with 
a drier weather pattern, the structure of the 
vegetation has changed. In the 1980s, the area 
near the dam was quite open, with few trees and no shrubs. 
There has been recent growth of shrubby thickets. This change 
has occurred over much of the eastern part of Lease Road, 
where the open grassy woodland is slowly changing into denser 
shrubby woodland. Savannah Track now hardly reflects its 
name. Grassy woodlands are a rare and diminishing habitat in 
this region, and | wonder if we should be attempting to maintain 
and manage them, for instance, by allowing limited grazing. 


If low rainfall has become a permanent feature in this district, | 
fear the Brisbane Ranges Spiranthes orchids are doomed. They 
haven't flowered for at least ten years. In The Orchids of 
Victoria (1995), Gary Backhouse and Jeffrey Jeanes wrote that 
Spiranthes sinensis appears to have declined dramatically in 
Victoria in recent years. It would be a tragedy to lose it. 


References 

Backhouse, G. & Jeanes, J. (1995) The Orchids of Victoria, 
Miegunyah Press, Melbourne University Press, Carlton, 
Vic. 

Trigg, C. & M. (2000) Wildflowers of the Brisbane Ranges, 
CSIRO Publishing, Collingwood, Vic. 


Show us your green bits 
Alex Shackleton, Conservation Reserves Team, CoGG 
4 August 2009 


...the what, where and how of managing urban, peri-urban and 
rural biodiversity sites within CoGG 


Biodiversity value — how does this determine our 

management? 

The challenge for conservation managers is to form a functional 

view of biodiversity value, and implement a conservation 

program that: 

achieves positive biological outcomes 

satisfies community expectations 

often has to set and achieve outcomes based on incomplete or 
lack of detailed background data 

has to work within a limited resource budget. 


CoGG Biodiversity Management Strategy — methodology 
CoGG's Biodiversity Management Strategy (Carr et al. 2001) 
identified approximately 700 sites of interest through aerial 
photography interpretation, literature searches (published and 
unpublished) and personal communications with landholders, 
botanists, local naturalists, and agency staff. Of the 700 sites, 
approximately 500 were on private property, with about 25% of 
these properties being field inspected with the landholders’ 
permission. The remaining private properties were assessed 
using aerial interpretation, existing knowledge, and viewing the 
sites from adjoining accessible land. Public land assessed 
excluded Crown Land directly managed by Parks Victoria and 
the Department of Sustainability and Environment. 


CoGG contains approximately 42 EVCs, spread over three 
bioregions (note: EVC descriptions are an evolving creature!). Of 
these, 36 are listed as vulnerable, depleted, endangered, rare or 
extinct. Within CoGG, we have 1119 species of indigenous 
plants, which represents 32% of the State's taxons and 5% of 
Australia's floral taxons (See Tables 1 and 2). 


CoGG Biodiversity Strategy — hierarchy for action 

The biodiversity Management Strategy describes 2 levels of 

biodiversity significance within the municipality: 

Primary biodiversity conservation: the establishment and 
effective management of a network of conservation areas 
that are actively managed as conservation reserves, State 
conservation reserves and any other area that is managed 
for the specific purpose of conserving and protecting 
biodiversity. 

Secondary biodiversity conservation: the urban, rural and 
otherwise significantly modified environmental context within 
which the conservation of biodiversity will take place. As 
such, the importance of vegetation on private land and the 
role of open space, that although serving other primary 
functions, may play a role in the conservation of biodiversity 


Conservation Status 
|T aT eg MS ee ee 
Australian Rare or Threatened taxa (AROTs) 3 


...Deborah Evans 


is recognised. It refers to all other areas that are not actively 
and specifically managed for nature conservation. It also 
includes non-indigenous vegetation that provides a specific, 
positive biodiversity role. 


Who does what? 

Of the approximately 200 sites on public land that are not directly 
managed by Parks Victoria or DSE, management is split 
between CoGG (Environment &Natural Resource Unit, 
Recreation and Open Space (ROS), Parks, Waste Management 
and Engineering Services); Barwon Water; Barwon Coast 
Committee of Management; Bellarine Bayside Committee of 
Management; Victrack and VicRoads. Of the CoGG-managed 
sites, over 70 of these fall under the ‘environment’ function of 
CoGG, i.e. E&NR Unit and Conservation Reserves Team (CRT). 
Of these 70, approximately 25% of reserves receive active 
biodiversity management other than mowing. Some of these 
sites are in turn only worked on in small patches e.g. Buckley 
Park, Portarlington Recreation Reserve etc. Of the 2009 work 
sites, not all reserves are being worked on in their entirety and 
not all weeds are targeted on roadsides. 


In addition to reserves with active biodiversity management there 
are a number of other blocks of public land with reasonable 
conservation value, such as disused road reserves. There are 
over 300 km of significant roadside in the municipality, i.e. with 
medium to high quality vegetation. Special projects are 
sometimes undertaken within these areas such as the attempt in 
late 2006 and early 2007 to protect the site of a few plants of 
Pimelea spinescens subsp. spinescens on an unused road 
reserve. While sheep and rabbits did manage to get through and 
the site is still only partially fenced, sheep numbers have been 
kept low and ongoing weed control has been in-place since late 
2006. 


Table 3 describes a number of important reserves within CoGG 
and how they are managed. 


Introduction to the Conservation Reserves Team 

The Conservation Reserves Team was established in early 2004 
and currently comprises Sam Eddy, Rebecca Hyland, Darren 
Bird, Joss Kirk and Alex Shackleton. The primary team purpose 
is to undertake on-ground works associated with enhancing 
Geelong’s biodiversity on CoGG-managed property. The team is 
cross-divisional, with joint coordination between the Environment 
and Natural Resources Unit and Parks. The key CRT tasks and 
roles are: 

site assessment and monitoring 

weed control 

revegetation 


Table 1 


Number of taxa 


Poorly known (Kk) Vulnerable (Vv) Endangered ( (Ee) Extinct (Xx) 
a ——[ii 


Victorian Rare or Threatened (VROTs) CS — ——À 


Regionally Rare or Threatened (RROTs) 87 


292 73 
?30 ?6 


138 91 
?38 ?51 





Total number of taxa Of the total number of 1119 taxa recorded in CoGG, approximately 7296 are poorly known, rare, vulnerable, 
endangered or extinct. 


Reptiles Amphibians Insects / 
Spiders / other 
rigs — 


National Significance 149 [16 — | 


Table 2 





Sab agate 48 — — —]z-— — —]18— — —]8— to ———3s5— ——3À 
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So now what? 

We have a large number and range of biodiversity sites within 
CoGG with a high number of threatened species, and we will 
continue to gain more biodiversity assets through identification 
and growth. However, we have only a modest resource base for 
conservation works. 


rehabilitation activities (biomass removal, brushmatting,burning 
etc) 

participation in community events (Arbor Week, Spring Planting 
Festival, Friends Days, community days, schools activities) 

reserve maintenance activities that focus on protection—fencing, 
minor track works, minor sign installation etc. 

data processing / record keeping. 


Table 3 


Special features Management plan in | Responsible for Management Level / type com- 
place? management by munity engage- 
ment 


12.7ha Large remnant Eucalyp- | Draft vegetation ROS, with E&NR E&NR Unit/ Currently unex- 
conserva- tus leucoxylon ssp. bel- management plan for | Unit input. CRT/ contrac- plored. Limited 
tion area larinensis; diverse under- | conservation area tors interest expressed 
5.8ha plus | storey from community. 
scattered On-site community 
trees groups 


5.2km Small Friends' 
within Group; engage- 
CoGG ment of schools via 
manage- Dunes Programme; 
ment; ave. engagement of 
width 200m; labour market 

total 104ha programmes 


Reserve 


Kingston Park Grassy woodland 


E&NR Unit/ 
CRT/ contrac- 
tors 


Coastal Dune 
Scrub Mosaic; 
Limestone Coastal 
Complex; Berm 
Grassy Shrubland; 
Calcerenite Dune 
Woodland; 
Spinifex Grass- 
land (G.W. Carr 
2001) 


Buckley Park Populations of Adriana 
quadripitata, Adriana 
klotzchii, Lotus australis, 
Austofestuca littoralis, 
Dianella longifolia 
(coastal). An important 
archeological area 


Plan completed 2008 | CoGG E&NR Unit, 
adjoining areas: 
Barwon Coast 
Committee of 
Management & 
Borough of 
Queenscliff 


Breamlea 


Belmont Escarp- 
ment/Seaview Park 


Waurn Ponds Creek 


Avalon Foreshore 


Jerringot Wetlands 


Moorpanyal Park 


Coastal Dune 
Scrub Mosaic; 
Limestone Coastal 
Complex; Berm 
Grassy Shrubland; 
Calcerenite Dune 
Woodland, adja- 
cent to Permaent 
Saline Wetland. 
Also includes an 
undescribed 
coastal grassland 
EVC. 


Limestone Wood- 
land Complex (G. 
W. Carr, 2001) 


Highly modified. 
Likely to have 
been Floodplain 
Riparian Wood- 
land, Creekline 
Grassy Woodland, 
Lignum Swamp, 
assorted wet- 
lands?? 


Coastal 
Saltmarsh, 
Coastal Tussock 
Grassland 


Permanent fresh- 
water marsh 


Highly modified. 
Possibly originally 
Limestone Wood- 
land Complex ?? 


2.9km long; 
87ha 


12.7ha; 
approx. 1ha 
biodiversity 
site 


Approx. 
6.5km long 
(Barwon 
River to 
Colac 
Road); ave. 
width 30m 
(E&NR Unit) 


900m long; 
ave. vege- 
tated width 
20m, total 
1.8ha 


1.3km; ave. 
width 35m; 
total size 
4.5ha 


Hooded Plovers regularly 
nesting on the beach; 


remnant Moonahs 


Remnant grassland, one 
of only four sites known 

to exist in Victoria ( three 
in CoGG, one at Stawell) 


Home to Australian Gray- 
ling and Yarra Pigmy 


Perch; 47 species of 


birds; large remnant Red 
Gums and Blackwoods 


Example of transition 
from coastal saltmarsh to 
coastal grassland (very 


few remaining) 


Annual stop-over for 


Japanese Snipe (approx. 


1000 birds of a total 
40000 population) 


Dune Groundsel (Senecio 


pinnatifolius var.2), 


Branching Groundsel 


Breamlea Master 
Plan, 1999; currently 
being reviewed 


Recreationally-based 
management plan; 
set of fire recommen- 
dations 


Not in entirety. WPC 
Flora Survey and 
Revegetation Outline 
stages 1-3, T. 


Pescott, 2002 — 2004; 


bird surveys every 
quarter TP 


Draft awaiting minis- 
terial approval since 
2000 


Yes, 2004 


Foreshore reserve/ 
caravan park/ 
Bancoora area/ 
Cahir Park/ Rec- 
reation Reserve — 
CoGG E&NR Unit; 
Wetland areas — 
Parks Vic 


CoGG Rec and 
Open Space 


Immediate creek- 
sides - CoGG 
E&NR Unit; re- 
mainder of reserve, 
CoGG Rec & Open 
Space 


DSE, however the 
area will eventually 
be managed by 
CoGG E&NR Unit. 
Limited CoGG 
work has been 
undertaken at the 
site 


CoGG E&NR Unit 


CoGG E&NR Unit 


CoGG E&NR 
Unit, CRT, 
contractors, 
community 
group/ 
individuals; 
Parks Vic 


CRT; remainder 


of reserve 
CoGG Parks 
Unit 


Contractors, 
CoGG Parks 
Unit 


Contractors 


CVA teams and 


CoGG Parks 


Unit (mowing) 


Contractors, 
CoGG Parks 
Unit 


A core group of 
community mem- 
bers regularly 
assist with a range 
of activities includ- 
ing weeding, plant- 
ing, project devel- 
opment, biocontrol 
raising and moni- 
toring 


GFNC has a long- 
term interest in the 
site; small scale of 
local interest 
(recent) 


High level of com- 
munity engagement 
through FoWPC, 
schools activities, 
and service groups 
(Rotary, Lions). 
Waterwatch in 
action via GFNC / 
FoWPC 


Focus on issues 
surrounding the 
houses. No envi- 
ronmentally fo- 
cused action to 
date. 


Small but regular 
activity through 


High. A very com- 
mitted group of 
residents who have 
had long-term 


(Senecio cunninghamii 
var.cunninghamii), Aus- 
tral Hollyhock (Malva sp. 


Or Coastal Com- 
plex?? 


engagement with 
the reserve. 


Portarlington Rec- 
reation Reserve 


Grassy Woodland 
(G.W. Carr 2001), 
Damp Sands Herb 
Rich Woodland 
(DSE), Coastal 
Saltmarsh 


CoGG 
manage- 
ment area 
38ha; con- 
servation 
area 
24.5ha; 


aff.australiana) 


Largest known population 


of Austral Cranesbill 


(Geranium solanderi var. 


solanderi), Bellarine 


Yellow Gums (Euc. leu- 
coxylon var. bellarinensis) 


Recreational plan in 
place. Incomplete 

vegetation mapping 
done (M. Trengove) 


Total reserve is 
responsibility of 
ROS Unit, however 
the E&NR Unit has 
had ongoing input 
into the bushland 
areas, CRT under- 


E&NR Unit, 
CRT, CoGG 
Parks Unit 


There is a FoPt 
Richards F&F 
Reserve who oper- 
ate in the 
neighbouring area. 


regenerating, up until 
2004 a large remnant 
Banksia marginata (rare 
tree form) was on-site. 
Seedlings regenerating. 


adjoining 
Flora and 
Fauna 
Reserve 
58ha 


taking rehabilitation 
work 
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Reserve Special features Management plan in | Responsible for Management Level / type com- 
place? management by munity engage- 
ment 


Jolly's Road Re- Heathy Woodland Surprisingly un-weed- CoGG E&NR Unit | CRT, CoGG Immediate 

serve and Shrubby dry invaded, stands of Xan- E&NR Unit neighbour aware- 
Forest (G. W. thorrhoea australis, di- ness but no en- 
Carr, 2001), verse understorey of gagement on- 
Grassy Dry Forest lilies, orchids, peas, ground 
(DSE) grasses and rock ferns 


Corio Grasslands Plains Grassland Largest single basalt No, but a burn plan is | CoGG E&NR Unit, | CoGG E&NR Nil. Interest in the 
(G.W. Carr, 2001), grassland with CoGG, in place private property, Unit, CRT, past as part of the 
Low-rainfall Plains non-linear in shape, an CoGG Property contractors Limeburners Bay 
Grassland (DSE), increasing number of Unit MP process. 
Heavier Soils grassland species be- 
Plains Grassland coming evident 
(DSE) 
Eastern Park Degraded Plains  |85ha, of Single plant of Dianella Masterplan for the CoGG Parks Unit, | Total reserve High level of activ- 
Grassy Woodland | which aff. longifolia (Buckley Geelong Botanic GBG CoGG Parks ity with FoGBG. 
(G.W. Carr 2001) | approx. 6ha | Falls) Gardens and Eastern Unit; GBG and | The GEC has also 
GBG Park Review, 2006 CRT have an had a keen interest 
active interest in | in the planning and 
the exclusion management of the 
plot reserve. High levels 
of visitation in 
Eastern Park as 
well as GBG. 


Grassy Point Road | Red Gum Grassy | Total length | One of the longest and No. Biodiversity Adjoining landown- | CRT, adjoining 
Woodland (G.W. 7.2km, of most intact sections of signage in-place ers. CoGG E&NR | landowners, 
Carr 2001) which roadside vegetation in Unit has an active | CoGG E&NR 


1.5km high | CoGG. Diversity of interest in site Unit / contrac- 
biodiversity | grasses in the understo- tors 
value; rey is encouraging. Good 
1.7km is of 
medium 
biodiversity 
value 
Balyang Sanctuary | Permanent fresh- | 8ha total, Large remnant Red Not in entirety. A ROS Unit. The CoGG E&NR High visitation rates 
water marsh water space | Gums, freshwater wet- preliminary vegeta- waterbody and Unit, CoGG but no specific 
(man-made) sur- |approx. 4ha |land in an urban setting tion plan is in place remnant Red Parks Unit, group engaged. 
rounded by Red with good bird habitat (T. Pescott), and Gums are looked some CRT Workers for Wet- 
Gum grassy value more detailed hydro- | after by CoGG involvement lands installed and 
woodland logical engineering E&NR Unit. monitor nest boxes 
(modified) plans exist for the 
waterbody. 
Buckley Falls Park Flood Plain Ripar- | 62ha includ- | Large stands of remnant | Yes, 2006 CoGG E&NR Unit, | Contractors, High through 
ian Woodland ing Zillah Red Gums (E. camaldu- CRT CRT, FoBFP FoBFP 
(G.W. Carr 2001) | Crawcor lensis), occurrences of 
Dianella aff. longifolia 
(Buckley Falls), Nicotiana 
aff. maritima. Fauna 
includes Nankeen Night 
Herons, Platypus, birds of 
prey and assorted macro- 
pods. The reserve also 
contains a range of both 
Aboriginal and European 
Archeological sites of 
importance 


Mammal report 
... frevor Pescott, Mammal Study Group 





Mammal Atlas additions 


Short-beaked Echidna 18/04/08 Stirling Road, Sheoaks. 

Short-beaked Echidna 16/09/09 Tiger Rail Trail, Forrest, recent diggings. 

Common Brushtail Possum 22/05/08 Beside Steiglitz Road, Sutherlands Ck. 

Common Brushtail Possum 18/05/09 Whinray Road, Meredith. WCo, CCo 
Common Brushtail Possum 20/06/09 Whinray Road, Meredith. WCo 
Common Brushtail Possum 29/09/09 Thacker Street, Ocean Grove, roadkilled. 

Ballan Road, Meredith, roadkilled. 

Mt Pleasant Road, Belmont, roadkilled. 

Stan Lewis Walk, Highton. 

Pollocksford Road, Pollocksford, roadkilled. 

Barwon River, opposite Ocean Grove golfcourse. 


Common Ringtail Possum 25/05/08 
Common Ringtail Possum 13/10/09 
Black Wallaby 02/08/09 
Black Wallaby 01/10/09 
Australian Fur Seal 16/09/09 


= = = | | | 4 PA) DN 


Observers: CCo, Colin Cook; CPa, Cambria Parkinson; JDe, Jim Dedman per Valda Dedman; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TPe Trevor 
Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook 





Short-beaked Echidna: the record from Stirling Road, Sheoaks warm. Why it spent almost three days in the same place is a bit 
on 18/04/08 was of one that spent all that day in the same place of a mystery. 
under a plough in sandy soil; it was still there the following two 


days but at 9.00am on 21/04/08 it had gone. The weather was Cont 
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Short-beaked Echidna: the record from Stirling Road, Sheoaks 
on 18/04/08 was of one that spent all that day in the same place 
under a plough in sandy soil; it was still there the following two 
days but at 9.00am on 21/04/08 it had gone. The weather was 
warm. Why it spent almost three days in the same place is a bit 
of a mystery. 


On a different note, | received an email that is worth repeating, 
although perhaps | should have referred it to Barry Lingham as a 
bird observation. Helen Clutterbuck lives at Bellbrae, and was 


she drove towards her house, Helen stopped to let a Short- 
beaked Echidna cross the track. 'As (the echidna) waddled 
across a depression, the hens came behind him. They seemed 
really fascinated with him and the 9 of them followed him up into 
the bush.' 


Common Brushtail Possum: they do seem very vulnerable to 
traffic, and | wonder just how many fall victim to passing cars. But 
we often see them on the ground close to main roads, so 
inevitably so die there. But others 'live dangerously' as Wendy 
Cook's observation on 20/06/09 makes clear. The possum was 
sitting on a branch beside Whinray Road where she also saw a 


delighted when nine Black-tailed Native Hens arrived and took up Powerful Owl about the same time! 
residence at the dam late in September. On one occasion, as 


Next mammal trapping 


Mammal trapping 


My apologies to anyone who went to Hurst 
Road, Point Addis for the mammal 
trapping tentatively scheduled for last 
month. Unfortunately, we were unable to 
access the property on the dates stated. 


Daryl Hoffman's property, Upper Wormbete Creek/Paddy Swamp. (See the general 
excursion notes on p. 16 for directions to the property.) 

Sunday 15 November: set the traps as part of the biodiversity survey excursion. 
Monday 16 November: 8.30 a.m. meet at the property to check the traps. 
Tuesday 17 November: meet at 8.30 a.m. as above. 

Wednesday 18 November: meet at 8.30 a.m. to collect traps. 

It will be re-scheduled for later this month, | | We will also set the cameras here if suitable sites can be found. 
date to be confirmed; for details please 
contact ppescott@optusnet.com.au or 
phone 5243 4368. 


Note: to comply with the conditions of our trapping permit, could anyone intending to 
attend on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday please advise me on email 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au or phone 52434368. 





Reptile and amphibian report 
... Trevor Pescott 


10/10/09 
11/10/09 


Marbled Gecko 
Garden Skink 


Belmont, a tiny individual recently dead. 

Anakie Gorge, several including some small individuals 
sun-basking on trackside rocks. 

Wandana Heights, living under pigface groundcover 

in the garden. 


Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 04/10/09 


Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 
Eastern Brown Snake 


Southern Brown Tree Frog 
Spotted Marsh Frog 
Pobblebong Frog 
Pobblebonk Frog 


Growling Grass Frog 
Growling Grass Frog 


Common Froglet 
Common Froglet 
Common Froglet 
Common Froglet 


08/10/09 
01/10/09 


01/10/09 
01/10/09 
01/10/09 
21/10/09 


01/10/09 
21/10/09 


01/10/09 
07/10/09 
09/10/09 
11/10/09 


Barrabool Road at Merrawarp Road, Ceres, roadkilled. 
Stockyards area, You Yangs, a 1.2 m-long specimen 

that moved away quietly despite being nearly trodden on. 
Reedy Lake, calling at night. 

Reedy Lake, calling at night. 

Reedy Lake, calling at night. 

Little River-Ripley Rd, N You Yangs, calling from Little River, 
in the middle of the day. 

Reedy Lake, calling at night. 

Little River-Ripley Rd, N You Yangs, calling from Little River, 
in the middle of the day. 

Reedy Lake, calling at night, very abundant 

Stewarts Reserve, Grovedale, calling from beside creek. 
Tiger Rail Trail, Forrest, calling from river flats. 

Anakie Gorge, calling. 


Observers: BL, Barry Lingham; BLG, group listening for bitterns at Reedy Lake; JN, John Newman; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; TFl, Tom 
Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott 


Marine Discovery Centre Open Day, Queenscliff 


Inspired by Nature 
Sunday 8 November 2009, 11.00 a.m. 


Queenscliff Department of Primary Industries and Marine Discovery Centre, 
2a Bellarine Highway, Queenscliff 


Botanic art exhibition 


Thursday 12-Thursday 19 November 
11.00 a.m.—4.00 p.m. weekdays; 1.00 p.m.—4.00 
p.m. weekends 

FREE OPEN DAY 
Gordon Gallery, Cnr Fenwick St and Gordon 
Displays, activities and information about marine fisheries. The research Ave, Geelong 


laboratories and facilities will be open to the public. 
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What else has been seen? 





Photo: Dave King 


Striped Legless Lizard Delma impar found on the SEANA 
Campout at Dunkeld in October 2009. [Researchers are using 
large roofing tiles placed along grass areas such as roadside 
reserves as artificial habitat for the lizards.] (DK) 


Striped Legless Lizard 


Steelblue Sawfly larvae—many at Serendip on 1/10/09 
(EWt) 


Pussy-tails Ptilotus spathulatus a number present and 
flowering at the picnic ground, Lake Merrimu, 22/10/09 (GFNC) 


Forked Rice-flower Pimelea hewardiana flowering in Long 
Forest, 22/10/09 (GFNC) 

An immature-plumaged Pallid Cuckoo was present at Yaugher 
on 17/10/09. (TP) 





Forked Rice-flower Pimelea hewardiana, Long Forest 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Nest box. Last year | built and placed four rosella-type nest- 
boxes at Yaugher, hoping to have possums or rosellas take 
occupancy, but except for a brief visit by a Common Ringtail 
Possum, no one has taken much interest until...last month a 
kookaburra began flying up to one of the boxes as if it wanted to 
make use of it, possibly as a nest site. But it was the wrong type 
of box so I hastily replaced it with a 'horizontal' one, better suited 
for the kookaburras. | was delighted to find the birds seemed 
satisfied with the swap—or didn't notice the difference—so I'm 
now waiting to see whether the birds decide to use it as a 


...LOrraine Phelan 


nesting place. One of the kookaburras dropped down from its 
usual perch with a short distance of the box, and returned with 
the biggest worm | have seen. | thought at first it was a small 
snake or a large skink. The bird held it behind the ‘girdle’ but it 
still swung to its feet—it must have been about 30 cm long. 
Judging by the closeness of the girdle to the front tip of the body, 
it was one of the native worms. 


Observers: DK, Dave King; EWt, Echidna Walkabout Tours; 
GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists Club excursion; TP, Trevor 
Pescott 





Nesting-box resident Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Friends of Geelong Botanic Gardens present 
‘On the Origin of Species’ 
A Talk by Professor David Cantrill 


Chief Botanist, RBG Melbourne 
Director, National Herbarium Vic 


6.00 p.m. Monday 23 November, 2009 


Professor Cantrill has worked extensively in the Antarctic, 
South Africa & New Zealand. His research interests focus on 
the origins of the Southern Hemisphere flora and the 
development of the biogeographic patterns across this region. 


Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting Room, gold coin donation. 
Bookings: FGBG 5222 6053 
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Group Bird Surveying 


couple of years ago now | was studying for my Diploma in 


Conservation and Land Management at Gordon TAFE. As | 


got further into my course we as students were required to 
conduct field surveys independently. These ranged from single 
species of flora and fauna until ultimately we were required to 
write management plans for a specific area, using the data we 
had collected from numerous sources including as many flora 
and fauna surveys as could manage within the timeframe. 


During this time | started to enjoy compiling these lists of 
species, thanks to the thrill of observing something | had never 
seen before with that odd desire to add new species to that list. 
| eventually found myself at Rice Nature Reserve, where with 
the help of my partner Madelyn and a couple of ring-ins (thanks 
Chris and Derek!) | managed to undertake 16 bird surveys over 
two months, each about two hours in duration. As you can 
imagine we saw many interesting species, some of which were 
quite new to me. One of the methods | settled on to verify my 
sightings was checking the species local distribution on the 
Birds Australia website, Birdata section (‘Bird Distribution 
Maps’). | found this section of their website invaluable, as | 
could confidently declare the sighting valid as it helped to 
confirm my sightings. 


While working through this survey | decided | would load my 
survey findings onto the Birds Australia web page, 'My 
Surveys’. | finally managed to load them up early this year, so 
providing what | hope is a good snapshot of Rice Nature 
Reserve's bird population during those couple of months. As | 
was in the process of loading up my survey results, Birds 
Australia introduced a new element to their surveying; group 
surveys. This allows an individual to set up a survey site and 
nominate a survey route for others to follow. Once a survey has 
been completed the survey is loaded onto that page for all to 


... Stuart Quick 





Tawny Frogmouth, Batesford, May 2008 


Photo: Stuart Quick 


see, and anyone can do this as long as they are registered as a 
surveyor with Birds Australia (but anyone can look at the 
results). 


In the meantime | have completed a Green Corps project with 
the Batesford Fyansford Stonehaven Landcare Group on the 
Moorabool River at Batesford. | have subsequently returned 
many times with other Green Corps teams and also led 
Conservation Volunteers Australia volunteer teams. | have 
become quite fond of the area so | decided this would be a 
good location for a group survey site. You can find it on the 
'Group Surveys' page as 'Batesford, Moorabool River'. 
Check it out sometime, and better still, add your own survey! 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture report 


large audience of members and visitors attended the 

October Wider Geelong Flora Lecture presented by Nic 
McCristal (CCMA), Peter Dalhaus (Ballarat University) and 
John Sherwood (Deakin University) regarding the Lake 
Connewarre Wetlands Complex. 


Nic gave an overview of the Lake Connewarre Values Project 
which is administered by the Corangamite Catchment 
Management Authority. The project includes 
(1) a review of literature comprising about 250 
references. Many GFNC members are referred to. 
(2) an ecological study 
(3) an aquatic and terrestrial vegetation assessment 
(4) a hydrodynamic modelling investigation and 
(5) an Investment Framework for Environmental 
Resources (INFER) which is still to be completed. 


Peter focused on sedimentation and ground water at Lake 
Connewarre, taking us back to the outcomes of natural 
geological occurences, the disruptive times of intensive gold 
mining and then farming—all upstream. 


John discussed the evolution and characteristics of the present 
and possible future Barwon Estuary, a subject he has been 
studying during the last 20+ years. He mentioned the thrill of 
unexpectedly standing on a bed of unopened shells during one 
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...Dick Southcombe 


of his investigative dinghy trips. His mention of the possibility of 
a substantially enlarged waterway to the ocean chilled rather 
than thrilled the audience. 


The amount, relevance and value of information imparted by 
the lecturers was outstanding. Their willingness to permit GFNC 
to record their lectures enabling a larger group to gain an 
informed view of Lake Connewarre is greatly appreciated. 
(Contact the librarian.) 


On behalf of all who respect this local natural feature | again 
sincerely thank Nic, Peter and John for their contribution. 


After the lectures the audience was engaged in a brief 'where to 
now' discussion—this revealed an eagerness to learn more 
about recycling waste water, recycled water standards, uses of 
various recycled waters, river flows, responsibilities of CMAs, 
local government, water authorities and a second lecture by the 
scientists who conducted the ecological study and vegetation 
assessment. 


10 November, Plant Group meeting. 

Bring specimens for identification and suggestions for a place to 
visit later this month and for our traditional December outing on 
the 8 December. 


Butterfly report 


...Valda Dedman 


O ur native butterfly larvae have adapted to whatever food is available. Trevor felt guilty 
pulling out the nettles to plant vegetables since there was plenty of evidence that the 
Admiral larvae had been there over winter! The native Scrub Nettles are their natural food 
and the introduced ones have provided an increased food supply. Mind you, Trevor’s 
vegetables will also be ‘alien’ at Yaugher and may well be attacked by the ubiquitous ‘non- 
native’ Cabbage Whites. Australian Painted Ladies are known to feed on capeweed—there 
should be millions of them around! Why haven't we seen more? 


A gremlin invaded last month's butterfly report and took 10 Spotted Jezebels to Point 
Lonsdale. My apologies to Marilyn Hewish who did not see them there this year, although, 
interestingly, in September 2008 she spotted 10 fluttering about the shrubs at the lighthouse 
there. 





Recorders: GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalist Club excursion; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; TP, J : 
Trevor Pescott Painted Lady, Long Forest 
Photo: Craig Morley 


Caper White 03/10/09 rather battered specimen 11.00 a.m., warm occasionally sunny 
ARRS ici cod dg 
Marsh 
Caper White 11/10/09 | Eastern Paddock, You settled on ground 
Yangs 
Caper White 22/10/09 | Long Forest 1 flew NW along Coimadai Creek valley; 1 flew NW through GFNC 
Grey Box on plateau; 1 flew W through mallee on plateau. 
MES uc lps tee e Fer MM tle ty a ee eee 
Australian Painted Lady | 22/08/09 | You Yangs, West Walk near boneseeding area, 11.30 a.m., mild, sunny morning. 
Australian Painted Lady | 30/09/09 4.00 p.m., warm, windy 
Australian Painted Lady | 22/10/09 | Long Forest 2 1 in mallee along Long Point Track; 1 in mallee on Happy GFNC 
Valley Track. 
Yellow Admiral 23/08/09 11.30 a.m., sunny, windy, cool. 
Yellow Admiral 11/09/09 9.30 a.m., warm, sunny, in the garden where there were lots of 
nettles 


Yellow Admiral 22/10/09 | Long Forest in mallee along Long Point Track. GFNC 


Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) survey results 
Bellarine Peninsula, 12-13 September 2009 





...Craig Morley 


he search for Neophema parrots took place over this Peninsula coastline, are a crucial part of the program to protect 
weekend in generally pleasant conditions, though, in some and preserve them. 
areas the wind did gather strength as the day progressed. 
Recently there have been three unconfirmed sightings of ‘little 
No OBPs were sighted on the survey weekend. However since green parrots' which may have been OBPs. A single green 


then there has been an exciting confirmed report of three, parrot, which 'seemed tired if not exhausted’, smaller than a Red- 
possibly four, birds near Queenscliff, four days prior to the official rumped Parrot with less blue on the wing than a Blue-winged 
search, from an experienced observer. This sighting, the first Parrot was observed, on the morning of 13 September, on the 
confirmed record of Orange-bellied Parrots on the Bellarine edge of an upstairs balcony of a home in Queenscliff overlooking 
Peninsula for 2009, gives us all extra encouragement that 'the Swan Bay. A second unconfirmed record, from near Swan Bay, 
birds are still out there on our patch'. was of a small number of birds selectively feeding from seeding 
grasses, in late August and early September. These birds were 
As well as the OBPs this observer noted four Blue-winged noted feeding near Red-rumped Parrots and were considered by 
Parrots (BWP) in the same general area. On the survey week- the observers to be the same size but with brighter green 
end a total of 24 BWPs were noted in seven localities. Although — plumage than the Blue-winged Parrots also feeding nearby. On 
no OBPs were observed, over the OBP weekend, the search 7 October, we received a report of a sighting of four parrots, seen 
once again provided a great opportunity to get out and have a as two groups of two in the same vicinity of Aireys Inlet 


look at our local salt marshs and nearby habitats with records of lighthouse. This observer commented particularly on the brighter 
Caspian Terns, Royal Spoonbills and displaying Swamp Harriers, green of the general plumage colour and the narrower band of 
Brown Songlarks and Horsfield's (Singing) Bushlarks to name a — blue down the wing on the birds he observed on 1 October. As 


few. the Bellarine Peninsula Working Group Coordinator | followed up 
each of these reports. Unfortunately no Neophema parrots were 

These surveys, which aim to locate the critically endangered observed in these areas when they were checked. These 

Orange-bellied Parrot in its wintering grounds on the Bellarine possible records, whilst unconfirmed, are important and highlight 
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the possibility that OBPs may turn up in unusual places along our vegetation and weed control project on an area of land adjoining 
coast. They also remind us of the importance of the interest and the eastern portion of the Lake Connewarre reserve. Planting of 
assistance of members of the general public in protecting and the Tangled Lignum plants, propagated from indigenous plants 
conserving our wildlife. growing on-site, will take place in autumn/early winter of 2010. 
There will be more information about getting involved in the 
Please visit the Birds Australia web-site and encourage others to planting day, early next year. 


do the same. There is a lot of interesting and useful information 


there. http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/our-projects/orange- 
bellied-parrot-mainland-recovery.html 


As the Coordinator of this work in our area, | extend a very big 
and sincere 'Thank you' to everyone who participates in and 
supports the Orange-bellied Parrot survey effort. 

Also during this OBP season, on behalf of Birds Australia, | 
successfully applied for a Parks Victoria Barwon Parklands 
Community Grant. This money is being used to fund a re- 


Craig Morley, Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Working 
Group Coordinator. 


Results for the OBP search of the Bellarine Peninsula 12—13 September 2009 


Location | OBP | BWP |Observers — .— —— O 
Lake Connewarre—delta islands | - | - |Notsuveyed | 
Lake Connewarre—E shore | - | -  |Notsurveyed —— o | 
[Lake Connewarre—S mainland — — — | - | - Notsurveyed 0| 
[Blackrock and Big Marsh, airport & environs.| - | -  |Notsuveyed — 0o | 
[Hospital Swamp —  — — — — | nil | ni |Mike Traynor, Ellinor Campbell, Yvonne Coventry, Kaye Trayno — | 
[Ocean Grove Golfcouse — — — — — | nil | 1  |RobCowdell Judy Roberts-Wray —— — | 
[Collendinalake, Ocean Grove — — — | mil | nil |BrendanHellard — — ——— | 


lc nm 


Fitzgeralds Rd 
Burnt Point (Swan Bay) | nil | nil | Tom Fletcher, Craig Morley 


Gordon McCarthy, Michael Bird 


Moolap Station Rd 
Swan Bay (west) 
Andersons Rd to Swan Bay jetty 
Swan Bay jetty to Knights Rd 
Swan Bay (Murray Rd) 
Islands off Queenscliff 
Gnarwarre 
Breamlea 
Bancoora saltmarsh 
Pt. Impossible saltmarsh 
Lake Victoria 
Freshwater Lake 
Edwards Point 
Duck Island 


Mud Islands 
Lake Murtnaghurt (& swamp) 


he good spring rains seem to have encouraged many birds 

into the Geelong area. Continued drought conditions in NSW 
and southern Queensland may see birds forced to move into our 
zone. 


Some more of the migrant species have arrived in the past 
month. Those people with good hearing can pick up the calls of 
the White-browed Woodswallows as they move through the 
district. Often the birds are flying so high that they are difficult to 
spot, but they will descend to feast on insects if they find a good 
spot. Some time soon, the flocks will select a site to breed, with 
large numbers nesting in a small area. The good season should 
encourage them to breed earlier this year. Keep an eye out for 
small numbers of Masked Woodswallows that often accompany 
the White-browed birds. 


The robins have been nesting, with some Scarlet Robins already 
feeding flying young. Flame Robins have been nesting in the You 
Yangs, as they have done since the fires in that area in the 
1980s. Rufous Songlarks have a loud 'itchy- weedle' call that is 
easily recognised. This species has rarely been noted on the 
Bellarine Peninsula in the past few years, so it is pleasing to note 
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nil | John Newman, Sheila MacGibbon 
1 Barry Lingham, Ben Gillett, Craig Morley 


Hugo Phillips 
Len Robinson, Denise Moore, Gary Wright, Val Stajsic, John Eichler 
Bryant Attwood 


John Peter 


[nl 

| ni | nil | 

LN [4 

EREN 

| ni | ni j|JohnnPeter ————— O 
| ni | nil |SueLongmore,AndyLongmore, Cathy Longmore — — — — — — | 
| ni | ni Marilyn Hewish, Dean Hewish, Grace Lewis — — — | 
| ni | ni |Grant Baverstock, Richard Dilena, Ryan Baverstock, David Rantall — — | 
| ni | nil | 
| ni | mil | 
| nl | 2 | 
| ni | 24 


Peter Menkhorst, Annette Hatten, David McKeow, Linda McKeow 
Kay Campbell, Nigel Campbell 
Za ü O 
Bird observations 


October 2009 


Peter Menkhorst, Annette Hatten, David McKeow, Linda McKeow 





... Barry Lingham 


two records in the past month. Hans and Pat were treated to a 
visit by two Restless Flycatchers at Freshwater Creek. They are 
usually seen in the drier areas north and west of Geelong. 


Many bird species have been nesting, but it appears that a 
Magpie-lark near Point Lonsdale has decided that a power pole 
cross beam is an inviting nest site. Perhaps more trees need to 
be planted in that area. Craig's photo of these birds was 
published in the local newspaper. 


We encourage members to report any breeding or nesting 
behaviour, including feeding of dependent young. Hopefully, it 
will be a most successful breeding season. 


Observers: BAt, Bryant Attwood; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, 
Bernadette Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; 
DR, David Rantall; EM, Libby Macpherson; EWt, Echidna 
Walkabout tours; GE, Glenn Ehmke; GFNC, Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club excursion; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; HS, Hans 
otreefkerk; JN, John Newman; LCI, Lynne Clarke; MHe, Marilyn 
Hewish; PT, Peter Turner; RGa, Rob Ganly; RHu, Rani Hunt; RT, 
Rosemary Turner; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott 








[Species —  (|Number [Date 'Comment — .— .  JObservers | 
pot [15/0 [Lorg Forest, Happy Valley Tk, female flew over screeching. ^  —  |MHe,DHe | 
|. [1 [15/0 fDickins Rd, Freshwater Creek, flying along Thompson Creek. — —|HS — — | 
|...  — [1 [840  'SpitPointAieyslnet. — — — ^ Mo O 
|. [9 [29/9 | Battesford, private property.  — 1  — ^ ^ |RGa O 
|.  — [1 [110  |Swanisland,feedingongreengrass  — n  — ^ |CMo GE | 
=O | Woods Rd, Reedy Lake, emerged from reed beds in twilight to actively 
forage on edge of open water. 
Po 10/10 |Gherang, single bird on roadside. Numerous farm dams in area. 
|.  . Dozens [11/10 |Birregurra Creek, many birds on well-watered creek. TN O 
|. [8 [15/10 fDicinsRd,FreshwaterCrek. — — ^ 1 ^ ^  |HS O 
[Pacific Golden Plover |9 — ^ |1/10  |BlueRocks, f3th Beach. — — — ^ ^  [TFLGMc O 
in town. 
po [60€ [10/0 |StLeonards, commenced evening flights N, as they did in late summer. — |DR — — | 
|| 1 [10/0 |Barwon River downstream of Buckleys Falls heard caling; — ^ ^  — |CMo —— | 
|. 410 Tobin Park, Queenscliff, calling, CMO EM O 
pot o0 | Mannerim, cnr Banks & Cresswell Rds, heardcaling; — ^ |CMo RHu — | 
pot [9/0 Leopold, cnr Melaleuca & O'Hallorans Rd, calling, — ^ —  |CMo RHu | 
| 10/10 Barwon River, Buckleys Falls. — — ^ ^ ^ ^  —|CMo «— — 
pot — [110  [Walington, Swan Bay reservoir —  —  — — 1  |CMo — — — 
||  |2 [8/40  jForstRd,Angesea o o | ^^ ^ ^ à à à  |CMo »«—— — 
|. MA [910  Mamenm  —  .— | ^ ^ |CMoRHu O 
|. |1. [10/0 jBamwonRivr,BucKeysFalls. — —  — 1 ^ |CMo O 
Oct 09 | 1/10 adults took food to the nest. Also 2/10. Nest empty on 15/10. 
|| 910  |Leopold cnr Brinsmeads and Bellarine Hwy, heard in acaciatrees. |CMo | 
| — |1. [9/40  |Mannerim, cnrBanks & Cresswell Rds, heard calling, — — — — |CMo RHu — — 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike |2 10/10 | Barwon River, downstream of Buckleys Falls, pair building nest in horizontal | CMo 
E ERE CU Ern oer S M MEZ a RE 
| |1 [25/9 [Bacchus Marsh, in urban garden. = à à à  |MHe — — — 
[5 [1 [10/0 |Barwon River, downstream of Buckleys Falls» heard. —— —  |CMo — — | 
Pipitesrewed woes wet" Numbers increased to 40 by 2.00 p.m. 
400+ 11/10 | Newtown, in groups of 20 to 100+ flying WNW in light wind at 1245. At CMo 
Magpie-lark 2+ 9/10 Point Lonsdale at foot of 'Suma Park' hill. Nesting in same area on crossbar | CMo 
of power pole in shadow of insulator on 11/10. Both birds sitting low on 
nest. 


You Yangs, six pairs noted. One pair had two fully-fledged young and 
another pair had one fledged young. 
from the ground. Parent birds feeding young. 


[| [1.1/0 [ Wallington, calling on W boundary of adventure park. |CMo — 
|... 910 [Leopold cnr Mollers Lane. CM RH —— 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 


Thursday 26 November 2009 
Wooloomanata 


Leader: Craig Morley 


Once more we have been kindly granted permission to visit this 
private property to the west of the You Yangs. It contains some 
very interesting habitat and affords the opportunity to see 
several species which are difficult to see anywhere else around 
Geelong. 


Remembering that there are no guarantees in nature we will 
have the chance to see such delights as White-winged Trillers, 
Rainbow bee-eaters, Black-chinned Honeyeaters, Varied 
Sittellas and Restless Flycatchers to name a few. 


Meet: 8.30 a.m. at Corio Village car-park, southwest corner 
adjacent to the Gellibrand Street-Goulburn Avenue 
intersection. Polly Cutcliffe will organise the departure 
from here. 

OR 9.00 a.m. at the car park off Sandy Creek Rd. (VICroads 
Ed.6 map 77 H9). Craig will be waiting here. We will walk 
in from the carpark. 


Finish: approximately 1.30 p.m. 
Bring: Lunch and drinks to carry. We will have lunch/morning 
tea along the creek. Sunscreen, hat, raingear, a warm 


jacket and sturdy shoes/boots. 


Enquiries: Craig 5221 4604, Polly 5244 0182 


Introduction to Koala research 


Saturday 28 November 2009 


Leaders: Janine Duffy & Mary Roberts 


Janine & Mary invite you to join them in the exciting world of 
koala research in the You Yangs. 


Meet: 1.00 p.m. at the You Yangs Information Centre carpark 
(inside the gate and about 250 m up the road) Melway 
Key map 11, C12 

Afternoon tea: provided at 3.00 p.m. at the Information Centre 


Finish: 4.30—5.00 p.m. 


Bring: Binoculars, strong footwear, water, hat, camera, a sense 
of adventure. 


Due to the nature of our research, we have limited the number 
of people to 20. So please RSVP Mary on 0419 338 001 by the 
27/11/2009 


To learn more about our research: 
project:echidnawalkabout.com.au/research.htm 
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November excursion 
Sunday 15 November 2009 
Bambra 


Leader: Neil McInnes 


A survey will be at the property of Daryl Hoffmann & Rose 
Humphries, 555 Bambra-Aireys Inlet Rd, Bambra 

( 5.2 km from the Winchelsea-Deans Marsh Rd turnoff, just past 
Jinda Park). The driveway is fairly long and winds in through the 
bush. 


The property is in the upper reach of the Wormbete Creek and 
access to the survey site, a fern gully in messmate country, is 
pretty easy. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at Eastern Gardens to be at the site around 
10.00 a.m. 


Trevor will be setting traps on the same day and checking on 
Monday with Tuesday being the final day. 


Bring: food and drink, wear sturdy footwear. 


Contact: Neil 0408 102 802 


Club Campout 


Mt Buffalo 


15-18 January 2010 


For the campout in January we will be staying at Porepunkah 
and exploring Mt Buffalo. 


some participants have already booked accommodation at 
Porepunkah Pines Tourist Resort and a cottage there has been 
booked with some beds still available. (Contact Lorraine 

5243 0636 if you are interested.) The resort's web address is 
http://www.porepunkahresort.com.au if you wish to make 
your own arrangements. There are other caravan parks in the 
vicinity as well. 


The Porepunkah Hall has been booked for the Friday and 
Saturday nights and a guest speaker invited. There will be a 
small cost for campers associated with hall hire. 


It would be appreciated if members intending to attend the 
campout could contact the Stricklands or Lorraine. 


Contact: Lorraine <lphelan@bigpond.com.au> or Peter and 
Kathie Strickland <kpstrick@westnet.com.au> 


Mailing roster 


November: Sheila Silver 
December: Jan Venters 
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Sub-editor 

Geelong Bird Report 
Jerringot Group 
Librarian 

Mammal Study Group 
Membership Officer 
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Coming events 


DECEMBER 2009 

General Meeting: Members Night 
Challenge Bird Count 

Plant Group Excursion—picnic tea 


NOVEMBER 2009 
Special Event: Search for Thismia rodwayi Fairy 1 
Lanterns in the Wet Otways 6 
Leaders: Trevor Pescott & Rosalind Smallwood 8 
General Meeting: Bird Flu—Ton Schat 
Plant Group: Workshop 
Excursion/Biodiversity Survey—Upper Wormbete 
Creek/Paddy Swamp, Daryl Hoffman's property 
Leader: Neil McInnes 
Bird Group meeting: Rob Ganly—Birds of 16 
Batesford Rippleside. Leader: TBA 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 21 Bird Group meeting: Bird quiz night 

28 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


JANUARY 2010 

TBA Summer Wader Count 

15-18 Club Campout: Mt Buffalo 

Leaders: Kathie & Peter Strickland 
Saturday 75 Day Excursion: Eastern Park to 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 23 November 2009. 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette (saved as a Word document or .rtf please) 
Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx. if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning to 
5 James Cook Dve Wandana Heights, 3216 —OR—e-mail: |lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
For further details phone Lorraine Phelan: 5243 0636 


DISCLAIMER 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. 
Please contact the Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a 
photograph) from another source, so that copyright permission can 
be sought. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 pm 


Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park 


The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 


that acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 
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